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Diana Gonzalez | Mixed Media

Cover Design by Tristan Cuenca

"My inspiration for this piece is finding the real me and the beauty inside. This is a
self-portrait, where it shows that every experience, whether hardships or joyful memories.
There is of course a standard of beauty, but we each have the ability to choose what makes
us beautiful as humans and how we can portray it to the world around us. Not following
the standards and walking a path that is better suited for oneself creates a sense of worth
and comfort far greater than imagined because you're the only one that truly knows
yourself. Thus, we become mysteries to some-- Enigma."

-Diana Gonzalez



To our readers,

This year’s volume pays homage to the people who dream. Produced amidst
the coronavirus pandemic, we have been forced into fear-filled isolation.
As artists, we are never truly stuck; our minds break through the chaos, and
imagination soars to heights unfathomable. Volume 18 showcases the beauty of
the human mind, stream of consciousness divided into turmoil, introspection,
and escapism.

As you flip through the pages of this magazine, you will notice how design
elements, color schemes, and pieces themselves reflect a progression of
disturbance, contemplation, and ethereal dreams. This wearisome year planted
the seed for our theme, and it was nurtured by our dedication. The AXIS team
worked beyond our weekly meetings to ensure that all submissions were scored
fairly, pieces edited thoroughly, and pages designed cohesively. As a group, we
found solace within the two hours we shared reading, interpreting, and engulfing
ourselves in meaningful conversations. Throughout the process, it was clear that
we wanted to give escapism a positive connotation. In this case, fantasy is not
avoidance; it is comfort and revelation.

We hope to inspire individuals to continue dreaming as it is what fuels passion.
To truly live, we must embrace all the facets of life; pleasure cannot exist
without pain. As we continue on our individual journeys, remember that you are
more than your troubles. We must cling to the little things — the smell of freshly
cut grass, the yellow and orange hues of a sunset, and the bliss of watching birds
soar through the skies. Live without limits, and remember that art sets you free.
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Izamara Zamora Kelly Mayol Tristan Cuenca
Editor-in-Chief Managing Editor Lead Designer
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Dreaming Tristan Cuenca

Vice Diana Gonzalez

Love Yourself Spencer Jolibois

The Inside Out Claudia Garcia

When I'm Gone Spencer Jolibois
Suspended Kelly Mayol

Questions Tyler Brown

Color Wheel Anyelo Brito

In the Presence of a Clown Tristan Cuenca
Deadly Circus Claudia Garcia

A Letter From My Old Self zaviyah Teague
No Justice, No Peace Serena Cubero
Handle with Care Alberto Horta
Remember Me Harold Rivas

Industrial Tristan Cuenca

The Next Morning Jasmine Boulin
Metamorfosis Claudia Garcia

Passageway Spencer Jolibois

The Life | Live Spencer Jolibois

Land of the Free GabrielaMora

Wrong Face Spencer Jolibois



INTROSPECTION

29-30 cCesacién Diana Gonzalez
31 Inside Me Diana Gonzalez
32 Ego Trip Tristan Cuenca
33 Last Breath Spencer Jolibois

34 Nothing Tristan Cuenca

ESCAPISM

35 Loose Tristan Cuenca

36 Evergreen Kelly Mayol

37 Exhale Pablo Zapata

38 In the Meantime Angela Perez
39 Innocence Andrea Canales
40 Youth Edarly Edouard

41 Berenice Diana Gonzalez

42 Tragedia Entre Pétalos Diana Gonzalez
43 Her Queendom Alania Young
44 Divine Feminine Brian Guerra
45 Poise Izamara Zamora

46 Medusa Claudia Garcia

47 The Gaze Diana Gonzalez

48 Inspection Claudia Garcia

49-50 Serenity Claudia Garcia
50 The Sun and His Boy Libby Shalev Szlaifer
51-52  Ethereal Diana Gonzalez
















As I pass... Beyond.


















































































































Her Highness has served Her duties well; She deserves as much.

Hair so lustrous, black afro fluffed, and healthy, shaping Her round,
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AXIS AWARDS

2019 - 2020

We are very pleased to announce AXIS Magazine Volume 17 from North Campus won
several national and state awards. Congratulations to all the students who contributed, edited
and designed for this issue.

ac

Associated Collegiate Press,
AXIS Volume 17 won the
Pacemaker award, in the Two-Year
Literary Magazine category

College Media Association, Columbia Scholastic Press Association,
AXIS Volume 17 won Second Place in SILVER CROWN AWARD, Print
the Pinnacle Awards, in the Two-Year Literary Magazine
Literary Magazine of the Year category Gold Circle Honorable Mentions:
Experimental fiction: Shalala Leny,
“Baptism,”

Photography: Portfolio of work
Vladimir Mompremier



AXIS AWARDS

Florida College System Publications Association

Third Place
General Excellence

First Place Design
Lead Designer Maria Mastrocristino, Tristan
Cuenca, Gabriel Herrera, Sara
Salgado

First Place Staff Page
Lead Designer Maria Mastrocristino, Tristan
Cuenca, Gabriel Herrera,
Sara Salgado

Second Place Artwork Individual
Liza Guillen, What Remains, Acrylic on Canvas

Second Place Editing
AXIS Staff

Second Place Contents Page
AXIS Staff - Lead Designer Maria
Mastrocristino, Tristan Cuenca,
Gabriel Herrera, Sara Salgado

Inner Circle (won 3 awards or more)
Lead Designer Maria Mastrocristino, Tristan
Cuenca, Gabriel Herrera, Sara Salgado



A SPECIAL THANKS

To Carmen Bucher and Kathleen Noonan, thank you for accepting me, your favorite
mermaid, with an open mind and unwavering support. In the hardest times, your love,
passion, and humor brought me much comfort. AXIS thrives because you are the ultimate
duo: honest, creative, and always on time!

To Tristan, thank you for immersing yourself in the vision of escapism and for
becoming my family. Despite the terrible year you have had, you continue to live with
resilience and continue to follow your heart’s desires.

To Prof. Eric Cornish and the Design Team, thank you for your efforts and the
immense number of hours you have put towards bringing Volume 18 to life! Your creativity
leaves me in awe.

To Kelly, thank you for understanding my crazy ideas and always contributing
meaningful responses. Together we laid out the vision, and I could not have had a better
partner. You kept us all on track!

To our Editors, AXIS is alive because of you! Thank you for always going the extra
mile despite all the challenges we have faced. May AXIS continue being a space full of
creativity, acceptance, and celebration of the arts!

Fermin Vazquez Kathleen Noonan
North Campus Associate Professor,
Interim President English & Communications Department,
AXIS Advisor
Dr. Michaela Tomova
Dean of Faculty Eric Cornish
Professor, Computer Animation
Dr. Fernando Lopez Faculty, School of

Chair, English and Communications Entertainment & Design Technology
Department AXIS Advisor

Georgette Perez
Dean of Students

Robert Parrondo
Campus Chief Information Officer

Ellen Milmed
Assistant to the Chair,
English & Communications Department

Carmen Bucher
Associate Professor,
English & Communications Department,
AXIS Advisor

Lorraine Wright
Student Life Director

Victor Gomez
Professor, Art & Philosophy
Department

Alena Fresquet
Professor, Art & Philosophy
Department

Barry Gordon
Chair, School of Entertainment &
Design Technology

Andres Quiroga
Chair, Arts and Philosophy

Media Services

Thank you for your unwavering support for the AXIS Creative Arts Magazine!



EDITORIAL POLICY

AXIS is Miami Dade College, North Campus’ creative arts magazine. It is published once
every year during the spring semester and released in the following fall, distributed free of
charge. Only students from Miami Dade College, North Campus are allowed to submit their
pieces to the magazine. We accept pieces of prose—both fiction and non-fiction—essays and
poetry. We also accept pieces of art, photography, short films and music. All submissions
must include a corresponding form, which is available in the AXIS office located in the
English Department in room 7321 or at www.mdc.edu/axis. This form is also available
through our email posted in the English Department in room 7321. Copyright for individual’s
work, both audio and print, returns to the artist one year from the date of publication. All
rights are reserved. Content and opinions expressed by contributors do not necessarily reflect
those of the editors or general staff.

DESIGN NOTES

The theme for this year’s issue deals with the progression of turmoil into escapism.
A concept that became all too real within my own life— earlier this year, I suffered the
loss of my mother, Nohemi Cuenca. It was unexpected and left me utterly distraught and
heartbroken. Being at the lowest point in my entire life gave me a newfound understanding
of what it means to suffer and how people look for ways to escape from the pain inherited
from living. For me, that means of escape was working on Volume 18 of Axis Creative
Arts Magazine. And just like the theme itself, I was able to alleviate the burden of mental
anguish as the team progressed further along with the creation of the magazine. The first
section highlights the topic of turmoil, as you can tell from the dark and foreboding art/
color selection. As you continue flipping through the magazine, you’ll notice the gradual
shift in content. That’s where the introspection page comes in. This section, while small,
serves as the bridge into escapism. The choice of color and pieces selected showcases the
duality of the magazine as the pieces there belong in neither section; they reflect coming
into a self-awareness. Lastly, the Escapism section serves as the final destination for the
reader’s journey. At this point, you have experienced the hardships, criticisms and are now
transcending into the brightly colored and gilded laid section. This section evokes a dream-
like fantasy for the reader to indulge in; as a group, we wanted this section to be the calm
after the storm, the fantasies we create in our minds and the bliss that comes with moving
forward... With all that being said, this one is for you mom!

COLOPHON

Created on an Apple MacBook Air (Retina, 13”, Early 2020). Created using Adobe
InDesign CC 2021 for drafting, Adobe Illustrator CC 2021 for graphic elements and final
motif illustration. Adobe Photoshop CC 2021 was utilized for all image adjustments,
cropping and final unification. The following fonts were used: Times New Roman, Sk-
Modernist and Keep Calm font.


www.mdc.edu/axis






